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Meeting Agenda

• Welcome
• Who’s new and . . . . . .

• ECEA Mission Goals
• New News

• Non-Profit Organization
• Website
• Business cards with information

• Review of Xcel’s Colorado Power Pathway Project
• Project Plan and information
• Updates to the Segment 5 area of investigation
• Xcel Energy’s Activity Schedule

• Xcel’s town hall schedule for Segment 5
• Discuss what is next - organizational goals

• Attendance to the Xcel Energy Open House
• Add more public comments to Xcel Energy public comment forum
• Public comments during Elbert County Commissioner public hearings

• State Representative Richard Holtorf
• Member support
• Volunteer support needed
• Answer questions



ECEA Mission and Objectives

Protect our community by minimizing the environmental and economic 
degradation from Segment 5 of the Colorado Power Pathway Project (CPPP) 
within Elbert County

• Maintain healthy lifestyles for our families

• Protect wildlife

• Protect our local economy

• Protect the beauty of our county

• Protect the historic Bijou Basin

• Maintain property value

• Limit the spread of big city resource requirements being built within our small 
county. 



ECEA Website www.ecealliance.org



Business Cards 



Xcel Energy Project Description



www.Coloradospowerpathway.com



Xcel’s Colorado’s Pathway Project Segment #5



Elbert County Detail



Elbert County Detail (cont’d)



Xcel Energy Schedule of Activities



Power Generation Possibilities?



Renewable Energy Facts

• Introduce Kindra Snow-McGregor



Is Clean Energy really “Clean” or Renewable? 

Some folks in the current administration defines renewables as follows:

Is this a correct assessment?  NO.  

A Solar Panel nor a Wind Turbine cannot regenerate itself and they both lead to massive 
amounts of landfill waste at end of life (in the case of solar panels, the waste is classified as 
hazardous due to the levels of heavy metals, lead and cadmium).  

Keep in mind - 20 years is estimated their useful life cycle……half that of all other 
generation technologies
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Renewables End of Life 

Disposal of Wind Turbine and 
Solar Panels = significant landfill 
issue

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2020-02-05/wind-turbine-blades-can-t-be-recycled-so-

they-re-piling-up-in-landfills



Solar Panels EOL

• By 2050 IREA projects up to 78 million 
metric tonnes of solar panels will have 
reached their end of life 

• By then the world will be generating ~6 
million metric tonnes annually 

The Dark Side of Solar Power, Atalay Atasu, Serasu Duran and Luk N. Van 

Wassenhove, 6/18/2021, Harvard Business Review



Xcel’s Open House Elbert County



Xcel Energy Public Comment Form



Organizational Action Items & Goals

Create an organization to grow and inform our members and use that collective voice to ensure this proposed 
pathways project does not destroy our community and the wildlife in Elbert County.
Key tasks:

• Inform the community about this project and the impacts

• Grow membership to help fight this proposal

• Coordinate with County Commissioners regarding citizens’ expectations

• Update the Elected Officials with local citizens’ concerns about the Xcel project

Next 30 to 60 days: 

• Request Elbert County Commissioners to have Xcel commission a third-party environmental impact study

• Ensure our voice is heard at Elbert County Commissioners meetings, Xcel’s open house and public comment 
forms



Member Support

• Share what is going on and help generate more members 

• Hand out business cards

• Attend our membership events/meetings

• Get updates and action items for the ECEA

• Attend Xcel events and voice concerns

• Submit comments to Xcel Energy

• Submit comments to Colorado Public Utilities Commission

• Attend and submit public comments at the Elbert County monthly Commissioner Meetings

• Submit comments to all your elected government representatives!



Guest Speaker



Questions?



Remember to sign in. .  . .

• Contact information will be used to:
• Provide timely updates

• Mailers



Links

• Xcel website on the project:
https://www.coloradospowerpathway.com/

• ECEA:  

https://www.ecealliance.org/

Join the “Save the Bijou Basin” Group on Facebook 

https://www.coloradospowerpathway.com/
https://www.ecealliance.org/


Useful Contact Information



Additional Information

• USGS Wind Turbine Database &Information

• HB22-1104

• HB21-072



USGS Wind Turbine Database & Information



Colorado HB22-1104 (Excerpt)



HB21-072 Summary (Excerpt)


